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[0002] [Summary of the Invention] The invention achieves transmission and 
recording of twin-lens stereoscopic television signals at a lower transmission 
(recording) bit rate, in which main-image data is transmitted or recorded 
through lossless encoding, whereas sub-image data is transmitted (or 
recorded) through the steps of producing parallax information of main-image 
data and sub-image data and calculating a residual by subtracting a 
reconstructed sub-image data, which is obtained by using the parallax 
information, from the original sub-image data. Accordingly, parallax 
information, which has not conventionally been compressed, is compressed by 
predictive encoding, so that a further reduction in bit rate is achieved without 
an adverse effect on the data compression. 
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